PROBLEMS OF THE FUTURE
to adopt progressive ideas and to pnt science and
learning higher than the sword. The eventual
panacea for the troubles on both frontiers of the
Empire will probably be found in some form of
Home Rule, on the basis of Prince Sabaheddin's
programme of decentralisation. Yet the Young
Turks cannot be blamed if they regard all such
projects as premature until the defences and
finances of the Empire have been established on
a sounder basis. Then, and not before, decen-
tralisation may be seen to involve the principle
of strength and not of weakness.
The imminent withdrawal of the troops main-
tained in Crete by the four Protective Powers in
the month of June 1909, caused grave unrest at
both Athens and Constantinople, and as a result
the troops were left for a further period. This
was wholly in accordance with the wishes of the
Porte, as publicly expressed by Enver Bey and
others on more than one occasion. The political
conditions of Crete are peculiar. Only 10 per
cent, (or about 30,000 out of 300,000) of the
islanders are Mohammedans, and, apart from
traditional claims of suzerainty, it is this small
enclave that furnishes Turkey with the much-
needed lever for pressing the respect of her
rights. Crete has long been under a Hellene
Governor. The first was Prince George, who
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